
1. PREPARE FOR SUCCESS IN A WIDE VARIETY OF CAREERS.
Philosophical study develops writing, reading, reasoning, re-thinking, adapting, learning, organizing and 
dialogue skills. In a fast-changing business and technological environment, these are abilities of great 
practical value.

2. OUTSCORE OTHER MAJORS ON STANDARDIZED EXAMS.
Assessments of analytical, logical reasoning and critical thinking skills are prominently featured in 
standardized exams like the GRE, GMAT, MCAT and LSAT. Philosophy majors tend to fare exceptionally 
well on these exams.

3. GAIN HIGHER EARNING POTENTIAL.
Despite starting off behind better-earning majors at the beginning of their careers, philosophy majors on 
average out-earn seemingly more practical majors like business administration by mid-career.

4. BE A VALUABLE DISCUSSION PARTNER.
Philosophy assists us in understanding what our own ideas are based on, and how they stand in relation to 
those of others when exploring complex issues.

5. PREPARE FOR A CAREER IN LAW.
Philosophy develops relevant skills like making and criticizing arguments, careful reading of complex 
texts, and clear, precise writing.

6. BRING PERSPECTIVE TO YOUR CAREER.
The really good doctors, engineers and scientists think deeply about their work and its effects on other 
people and the world. Philosophy classes offer the space to think, write and discuss one’s experiences 
broadly — not just the “how to?” but also the “why?” and the “why not?”

7. UNDERSTAND ETHICAL PRINCIPLES AND THEIR APPLICATIONS.
Philosophy provides concepts that apply to family, social and work situations — helping us recognize and 
respond to ethical issues in the real world.

8. BE A MORE INFORMED CITIZEN.
To be an engaged citizen today requires an unprecedented degree of media and information savvy. 
Philosophy provides the tools to counter the distorting effects of advertising and propaganda on political 
and social discourses.

9. DISCOVER YOUR OWN DEFINITION OF SUCCESS.
Philosophy classes present students with the challenge of confronting themselves, their values and their 
world — what it means to succeed, and why.

10. DON’T BE A “YES PERSON.”
Philosophical study encourages critical thinking — an essential aspect of creativity and innovation in the 
workplace. This takes practice (and sometimes courage).

WHY PHILOSOPHY?
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