World Regional Geography
Common Course Syllabus

Department: Social Sciences

Discipline: Geography

Course Number: 1303

Course Title: World Regional Geography

Available Formats: Conventional; I-Net; ITV

Campus: Online

Course Description: This course isanintroductiontothe world’s major regions seen through their
defining physical, social, cultural, political,and economicfeatures. These regions are examined in terms
of their physical and human characteristics and theirinteractions. The course emp hasizes relations
amongregionsonissuessuch as trade, economicdevelopment, conflict, and the role of regionsinthe
globalization process.

Prerequisite: None
Credit: 3 Lecture: 3

Textbook: How Soccer Explains the World by Foer ISBN: 9780061978050. Compact Atlas of the World by
Dorling ISBN: 9780756689841.

This course satisfies acore curriculum requirement: Yes — Social/Behavioral Science

Course Objectives addressed:
Communication Skills—to include effective written, oral, and visual communication

Critical Thinking Skills —to include creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and analysis, evaluation and
synthesis of information.

Empirical and Quantitative Skills —to include the manipulation and analysis of numerical dataor
observable facts resultingininformed conclusions.

Social Responsibility —toinclude intercultural competency, knowledge of civicresponsibility,and the
ability to engage effectivelyin regional, national, and global communities.

Course Purpose: To provide students a better understanding of world regions, cultural diversity,
dynamicchangesinworld populations, and human-environmentinteractions.

Course Outcomes:

1. Define andexplainthe geographicconcept of “region.”

2. Locate significant geographicfeatures of regions of the world and describe their cultural,
economic, political, and physical characteristics.

3. Demonstrate knowledge of eachregion’srole inaglobalizing world.



4. Applygeographicconceptstounderstanding current events, conflicts, andissuesinaregional

context.
Section 001/002 Instructor: Kristin Sorensen
Fall 2018 E-mail: ksorensen@southplainscollege.edu

Office: AD 143
Monday: 11:00-2:30
Wednesday: 11:00-2:30
Friday: 8:30-10:30
Skype:sokkerfrk13
Oovoo:ksorensenl13

Course Requirements and Grades

Grades will be based upon five exams, four map quizzes, 14 blogs (plus responses), and 15 twitter
responses (currentevents) and Google Earth activities. Exams will be essay and multiple choice
guestions fromthe textreadings. Due to all exams beingtaken online, there willbe no make-up exams
given.

Course Management:

1. Studentswithdisabilities, includingbut not limitedto physical, psychiatric, orlearning disabilities,
who wish to requestaccommodationsin this classshould notify the Disability Services Office early
in the semestersothat the appropriate arrangements may be made. In accordance with federal
law, a student requesting accommodations must provide acceptable documentation of his/her
disability. For more information, call orvisit the Disability Services Office in the Student Health &
Wellness Office, 806-716-2577.

2. Make-up examinationsand extensions of course deadlines will be granted at the discretion of the
instructor. However, a significant and verifiable reason must exist. If you miss an exam due to
illness oran emergency, please attempt to contact me by phone or e-mail. If youwishto takea
make-up exam or get an extension onthe paperforany reason, you must contact me before the
day the assignment is due.

3. Academic misconduct will not be tolerated. Each studentis expected to be familiar with SPC’s
policy on academicintegrity. | will assume that you understand thispolicy, and willjudge any case
of academic misconduct accordingly. If you have any questions about this policy, pleasesee me.

4. You are responsible for ensuring that you are registered for this course.

5. lreservetherighttochange the syllabusif necessary. Anychangeswill beannouncedin class and
are the responsibility of the student.

6. Pleaserespectthe rightsof yourclassmates when attending class. Do not distract your classmates
when attending class. Do not come to class late repeatedly. Do not distract your classmates by
readingthe newspaper, eating loudly, ortalking to your neighbors. Turnyour cell phone off oron
vibrate before entering the classroom. | do not want to see cell phones out on the tables. |
reserve the right to lower grades in the event of consistent problems.

7. South Plains College seeks to provide an environment that is free of bias, discrimination, and
harassment. If you have been thevictimof sexual harassment/misconduct/assault we encourage



youto reportthis. If youreportthistoafaculty member, she orhe must notify ourcollege's Title
IX coordinator. If you wish to speak to someone in confidence, you may speak to a personal
counselor or health professional in the SPC Health and Wellness Center. For more information
about your options at SPC, please go to:

https://myspc.southplainscollege.edu/ICS/Safety and Health/Sexual Assault Harassment.jnz

8. Non-discrimination statement
South Plains College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
disability orage inits programs and activities.
The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination
policies:
Stan Demerritt
Vice President for Student Affairs
South Plains College
1401 College Avenue, Box 5
Levelland, TX 79336
806-716-2360

COURSE EXPECTATIONS/POLICIES:

f Aboveall, the classroom will be maintained as a respectful, mature, and courteous learning
community in which all participants willconduct themselvesin away that isrespectful to
differing mannerisms, ideas, opinions, beliefs, cultures, etc. Thisincludes group oovoo and
individual Skype meetings.

f Attendingcollegeisaprivileged opportunity, notaright.

o Every day, thousands of people dream of going to college, but are unable to because
of thingslike finances and family constraints. Each semester, students request
overridesintothis course, butdo notreceive them.

o ltisexpectedthatstudentsand theirbehaviorwill reflect acknowledgement of and
respectforthe privileged opportunities available tothem.

f Learningis NOT a spectatorsport.

o You, as a student, are partially responsible forengaging yourself in your own active
learning.

f Ifastudenthasspecial needsand/orrequiresspecial accommodationsto enhance his/her
learning abilities please see the instructor.

ATTENDANCE:

GRADING:

Attendance is takenthrough bothindividual Skype meetings and group Oovoo meetings. For
any missed classes, students are responsible foracquiring notes from other students.

If a borderline grade exists at the end of the semester, excellent attendance may increase
the overall course grade.

+ Your final grade is based on your performance on five exams, four map quizzes, 5blogs (plus
responses), and 10twitterresponses (current events).

+ At the end of the semester, grades will be rounded up. Forexample, an 89.45% isan “A” butan
89.44% is a “B”.

+ Thegrading scale is the traditional 90, 80, 70, 60 etc.


https://owa.southplainscollege.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=giQ0R2buR4eYVHikwAhgO4xuRXP2LxHfYjFnMaylOmX_LkI6CKjSCGgAdAB0AHAAcwA6AC8ALwBtAHkAcwBwAGMALgBzAG8AdQB0AGgAcABsAGEAaQBuAHMAYwBvAGwAbABlAGcAZQAuAGUAZAB1AC8ASQBDAFMALwBTAGEAZgBlAHQAeQBfAGEAbgBkAF8ASABlAGEAbAB0AGgALwBTAGUAeAB1AGEAbABfAEEAcwBzAGEAdQBsAHQAXwBfAEgAYQByAGEAcwBzAG0AZQBuAHQALgBqAG4AegA.&URL=https%3a%2f%2fmyspc.southplainscollege.edu%2fICS%2fSafety_and_Health%2fSexual_Assault__Harassment.jnz

Gradeswill not be curved. What goes on yourtranscript is what you earned.

Late Assignments:

Assignments will be accepted late with the following penalties: 15% off after the first week, 30%
off afterthe second week, 50% off afterthe third week. Late assignments will not be accepted
for credit afterthe third week.

Test1l 100
Test 2 100
Test3 100
Test4 100
Test5 100
Map Quiz 25
Map Quiz 25
Map Quiz 25
Map Quiz 25
Twitter 150
Blog 75
Blog Responses 15
Google Earth 165
Meetings 100
Total 1105
Grade Scale:

90-100 A

80-89 B

70-79 C

60-69 D

<60 F

All Exams are taken through Blackboard. All exams will open on Sunday morning and are due no later
than midnight on the following Sunday.

All Posts due by midnight on Tuesday (Twitterand Blog)

Twitter Posts

Each studentisrequiredto post 3 times to twitter per question (two questions per week). One of these
posts must contain a picture. The twitteraccountto follow is @geography_411. The topic will be posted
on twitter and blackboard Sunday night. Please address the tweets are follows:

-starta Tweetwithaperiod butl preferwhen peoplereworktheirsentencesoitdoesn’tseemso
obvious. Somethinglike “So @somebody and | were atdinner....” Or tag at the end of the comment.



If you do NOT have a twitter account, you may email me the responses.

Blog Posts

Each studentisrequiredto have a blogand make a response to each of the questions that are posted.
There will be one (1) question posted each week. The post mustbe a minimum of 250 words. | suggest
usingwordpress.comto hostyourblog. It is free and easy to use. Once you have set up your blog, please
send me the link to accessit.

Responses are due by midnight on Tuesday

Blog Responses
You must commenton three (3) posts from otherstudents. Compare itto yourblog or give some new
insight.

TOPICSCHEDULE:
Tentative Schedule
Week 1: Introduction
Introduction to World Regional Geography
Week 2: Global Connections
Geography of Development
Week 3: Exam
Sub-Sahara Africa
Week 4: Sub-Sahara Africa
SW Asia/NW Africa
Week 5: SW Asia/NW Africa (Map Quiz)
South Asia
Week 6: South Asia
Exam
Week 7: SE Asia
SE Asia
Week 8: East Asia
East Asia (Map Quiz)
Week 9: Europe
Europe
Week 10: Exam
North/Central Eurasia
Week 11: North/Central Eurasia
North America
Week 12: North America (Map Quiz)
Week 13: Latin America
Exam
Week 14: Latin America
The Pacific
Week 15: The Pacific
World Regions/ World Cities




(Map Quiz)
Finals: December 10-13

Drops and Withdrawals: From the SPC College Catalog page 21, “Any student withdrawing fromall
classes onthe Levelland Campus mustreportin persontothe Advising Centerinthe Student Services
Building forawithdrawal form. Instructions for obtaining a clearance from some departments of the
college willbe given at thistime. Students who wish to drop a course or withdraw from classes at the
SPCReese Centermustreport, in person, to the Advising Centeratthe SPC Reese Center building8for a
withdrawal form. Students at the Byron Martin Advanced Technology Centershould contact the advisor
at the centerforthe withdrawal from. Students at the Plainview Extension Center must contact the
Counseling Office in person forawithdrawal form.

Students who stop attending a class should go through the procedure fordroppinga course;
otherwise they may be administratively withdrawn for lack of attendance and theirrecord will show an
“X” or “F” instead of a “W.” Failure to follow college policy by withdrawing according to this procedure
will be reflected on astudent’s transcript by the presence of “X” or “F” marks, as determined by the
instructor. Itis the student’s responsibility to verify administrative drops for excessive absences through
his or her student online account with Campus Connect.

A mark of “W” will be given for student-initiated drops or withdrawals that occur prior to and
through “The Last Day to Drop” as indicated inthe online academic calendar.

A studentwho quits attending class and is administratively withdrawn from class will receive a
grade of “X” or “F” as determined by the instructorthrough “The Last Day to Drop” as indicated inthe
online academiccalendar.

A studentadministratively dropped by the instructor may be reinstated, with the approval of the

appropriate instructor. A student mustinitiatearequest for reinstatement within seven (7) calendar
days of the official date of drop by personally contacting the course instructor.”

Your individual attendance policy statement that is in accordance with the college policy:

Dropping the course

e YOU mustdrop this course at the SPC registrar’s Office (there is no on-line drop system so on-line
students must take care of thisin person at the registrar’s office). Thisisan official procedure
whichisdescribedinthe SPCCatalog. Noone butYOU can initiate the drop and it must conformto
the procedure fordroppinga course. Failure toinitiate and finalize the drop procedure will result
inan F grade on yourtranscript. The drop cannot be made retroactive. The drop date can be
found onthe SPCcalendar.

Academic integrity

e Anythingthatborders on cheating, plagiarism, oraffects the academicintegrity of the assignment
or of the course will be dealt with using the harshest measures possible -- the least thing that could
happentoyou isdismissal from my class roster with a failing grade.

e Cheatingincludes group work onthe chapter exams.

e Your work must be in yourown words and it must be original (cheating and plagiarism -- thatis
copyingyourfriend’s work or copying from anothersource -- will be dealt within the harshest
manner: you will be dropped fromthe class with an “F”)



Cheating and Plagiarism: from the SPC Catalog: It is the aim of the faculty of South Plains College to
fostera spiritof complete honesty and a high standard of integrity. The attempt of any student to
presentas his or her own any work which he or she has not honestly performed is regarded by the
faculty and administration as a most serious offenseand renders the offenderliable to serious
consequences, possibly suspension.

Cheating: Dishonesty of any kind on examinations or on written assignments, illegal possession of
examinations, the use of unauthorized notes during an examination, obtaininginformation during an
examination fromthe textbook orfromthe examination paper of another student, assisting others to
cheat, alteration of grade records, illegal entry or unauthorized presence in an office are examples of
cheating. Complete honesty is required of the studentinthe presentation of any and all phases of
course work. Thisappliesto quizzes of whateverlength, as well as to final examinations, to daily reports
and to term papers.

Plagiarism: Offeringthe work of anotheras one’s own, without proper acknowledgment, is plagiarism;
therefore, any student who fails to give credit for quotations or essentially identical expression of
material taken from books, encyclopedias, magazines and other reference works, orfrom the themes,
reports or otherwritings of fellow student, is guilty of plagiarism.

My statement on plagiarism: Plagiarismis a morally repugnant choice. At SPC we take the offense of
plagiarismvery seriously.

Plagiarismisaverysimple thingtospot: a failingstudentall of a sudden writes an essay that
oughtto be published —and guess whatit usuallyis published! A mediocre studentall of asudden starts
to use words and phrases thatif asked to explain whatthe word or phrase means the offender cannot
do so. But whatyou probably do not know is that having read widelyinalmostall of the areas | have
you write on | have read most of the works that have been usedinon-line sources. |am nota novice
whenitcomesto the scholarly material noram | a novice whenitcomes to how studentsyourage
should write. You are young students with little experience and | expect you to write like it — | have
neverasked youto write and think like professional historians and | certainly have not graded your work
fromthat benchmark.

Secondly, plagiarismisthe theft of another person’s work. If you copy somethingfroman
internetsource and presentitasyour ownthat is cheating, copying, anditis against the rules. Inthe
“old days” before the internet, students had to at least go to the library and find a book to copy from;
the internet has unfortunately made thata very simple (too simple, perhaps) process. If you take
anything fromthis letterrememberthis: all anyone hastodo to check for plagiarismistake a random
phrase from an essay, copy it, and paste it into a Google search and the source comes up. Unlike the old
days, | don’thave to go to the library in search of the proof — I have access to the same sources as you!
The internet has made plagiarism much easier butit has also made catchingit much easier, too!

Plagiarism can also be defined as one or more students turninginthe same orsimilar papers. |
rememberwhat | have read and can spotsimilarwords and phrases from paperto paper, fromsection
to section, and from semesterto semester. SPCalso maintains afile of every papersubmitted by every
student and student papers are automatically scanned for uncanny similarities.

Plagiarismalsoincludes anything copied from aninternet source, such as Wikipedia.

| am not just offended that you think so little about your own honorthatyou would steal from
someone else, butlam disgusted that you would waste my time havingto deal with this. The
consequence of plagiarismin my classes is this: the offender(s) will be receive zero credit for the
entire assignment or exam or will be automatically dropped from the class with an F.




SPC Policy regarding “standard English”: All written assignments should be presented usingthe
conventions of Standard Written English. South Plains Collegerequires all students to become profident
in"academicEnglish," aform of English thatis typically usedin academic, professional, and business
contexts. While slang, regional idioms, and informal kinds of self-expression are appropriatein some
contexts, they are out of place in academicwriting. Writinginstructors and professorsin courses across
the campus expectall students to demonstrate proficiency in using the conventions of academicEnglish
intheirwritten work, whetheritisin-class exams ortake-home essays.

Students with disabilities: Students with disabilities, including but not limited to physical, psychiatric, or
learning disabilities, who wish to request accommodations in this class should notify the Disability
Services Office early in the semesterso thatthe appropriate arrangements may be made. In accordance
with federal law, astudent requesting accommodations must provide acceptable documentation of
his/herdisability to the Disability Services Office. For more information, call or visit the Disability
Services Office at Levelland Student Health & Wellness Center 806-716-2577, Reese Center (also covers
ATC) Building 8: 806-716-4675, Plainview Center Main Office: 806-716-4302 or 806-296-9611, orthe
Health and Wellness main numberat 806-716-2529.

Blackboard Accessibility Standards: Blackboard measures and evaluates accessibility levels using two
sets of standards: Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Actissued from the United States federal
governmentand the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG 2.0) issued by the World Wide Web
Consortium (W3C). A third party conducts audits of our software releases to ensure the accessibility of
the products. For Blackboard Learn 9.1's conformance with the accessibility standards under Section 508
of the Rehabilitation Act using the Voluntary Product Accessibility Template® (VPAT®) tool, seethe VPAT
for Blackboard Learn Release 9.1. For Blackboard Learn 9.1 SP11 conformance statement for Web
Content Accessibility Guidelines 2.0, Level AA see Learn Accessibility Conformance Statement. Tolearn
more about Blackboard’s commitment to accessibility, see http://www.blackboard.com/accessibility.
(These resourcesare availablein English only.)

Student Privacy

South Plains Collegeis bound by the Texas Open Records Law and the Family Educational Rightsand
Privacy Act of 1974. Informationregardingthese topics canbe foundinthe South Plains College
Catalog. As far as thisclassis concerned, | will NOT release or discuss your class performance, grades,
averages, or attendance with anyone butyou. This means that your parents, class counselors,
principals, orany otherinterested party will not gain thisinformation from me —if they need this sort of
informationthey mustaskyouforit. Thisprovision does notapplytostudentathletesorthose for
whom a grade checkis part of theirscholarship support.

Diversity Statement: In thisclass, | will establish and supportan environmentthatvaluesand nurtures
individualand group differences and encourages engagement and interaction. Understandingand
respecting multiple experiences and perspectives will serve to challenge and stimulate all of ustolearn
about others, aboutthe largerworld, and about ourselves. By promotingdiversity and intellectual
exchange, we will not only mirrorsociety asitis, butalso model society asit should and can be.


http://www.itic.org/public-policy/accessibility
http://library.blackboard.com/d?f3781b54-cb00-451b-aa5a-e0fcf0e1791e
http://library.blackboard.com/d?f3781b54-cb00-451b-aa5a-e0fcf0e1791e
http://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG20/
http://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG20/
https://help.blackboard.com/en-us/Learn/9.1_SP_12/Administrator/000_Product_Updates/Accessibility_Improvements/Learn_Accessibility_Conformance_Statement
https://help.blackboard.com/en-us/Learn/9.1_SP_12/Administrator/000_Product_Updates/Accessibility_Improvements/Learn_Accessibility_Conformance_Statement
http://www.blackboard.com/accessibility

All technological questions should be directed to the SPCtechnology center (theirinformationisonthe
opening page of Blackboard). | do not solve technological/computer problems!

Blackboard support and help: Blackboard tutorials can be found on MySPC under Students>Distance
Education. Once on the Distance Education page, click on Blackboard Learn 9 on menu to the right. Or
access the tutorials at http://ondemand.blackboard.com/students.htm. Whenyouloginto Blackboard
thereisa module (or box) that has helpinformation on the My Blackboard Tab. You can alsolearn more
about Blackboard Learn through the On Demand Learning Center. The On Demand Learning Center
includes short, interactive video lessons called Quick Tutorials and short documents, called Getting
Started Guides, designed to get you familiar with a feature in 15 minutes.

If you encountertechnological problems whileyou are taking a test, YOU must contact Blackboard
Technical Support blackboard @southplainscollege.edu. to report the problem. I can notresolve grade
disputes about computers not working, Blackboard not working, the internet not working UNLESS you
have reported the problem when you encounterit.

Students: email Brianne Figueroa bfigueroa@southplaisncollege.edu or call 716-2180.

For an email address thatreaches everyoneinthe Instructional Technology department, please use
blackboard@southplainscollege.edu.

You may have had or will have trouble submitting your exams. To preventthisorto solveitreadthe
instructions belowfor clearing your browserif you are using Mozilla or Explorer.

MozillaFirefox — Clear Browsing History While in Firefox, click on Tools located at the top of the screen
inthe menu bar.

1. From that menu, select Clear Recent History.

2. From the Time Range drop down menu, select Everything.

3. Make sure all boxes are checked — NOTE: this will delete any passwords saved by
Firefox and all recent websites visited.

4. ClickDelete

5. Close Firefox, reopen.

Internet Explorer — Clear Browsing History

1. WhileinInternet Explorer, clickon Tools located at the top of the screeninthe
menu bar.

2. SelectInternetOptions atthe bottom of the list.

3. Inthe middle of the pop up window underbrowsing history, click Delete.

4. Make sure all boxes are checked — NOTE: this will delete any passwords saved by IE
and all recent websites visited.

5. Click Delete

Close Internet Explorer, reopen.


http://ondemand.blackboard.com/students.htm
http://ondemand.blackboard.com/
mailto:blackboard@southplainscollege.edu
mailto:bfigueroa@southplaisncollege.edu
http://blackboard@southplainscollege.edu

