
{ J O B  D E S C R I P T I O N }

Instruct students in public or private schools in one or more subjects, such as English,

mathematics, or social studies. May oversee study halls and homerooms and supervise

extracurricular activities.

{ S K I L L S  A N D  A P T I T U D E S  N E E D E D }

• Ability to communicate clearly
• Ability to inspire trust, confidence
• Ability to motivate students
• Be organized, dependable, patient, and creative 

Secondary school teachers instruct students in the subjects introduced in elementary
school, but at a higher level of knowledge. Secondary teachers specialize in a specific
subject, such as English, Spanish, mathematics, history, or biology. They may use films,
slides, overhead projectors, and the latest technology in teaching, including computers,
telecommunication systems, and video discs. Use of computer resources, such as educa-
tional software and the Internet, exposes students to a vast range of experiences and pro-
motes interactive learning.

Teachers plan, evaluate, and assign lessons; prepare, administer, and grade tests; listen to
oral presentations; and maintain classroom discipline. In many schools, teachers are
increasingly involved in making decisions regarding the budget, personnel, textbook
choices, curriculum design, and teaching methods.

TEACHER, SECONDARY
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{ S O U T H  P L A I N S }

Avg. Wage
$18.62

Avg. Annual
Job Openings

148

Employment in
1998 2008

2,597 3,247

{ T E X A S }

Avg. Wage
$16.54

Avg. Annual
Job Openings

7,404

Employment in
1998 2008

132,044 163,926

{ U . S . E M P L O Y M E N T }

In 1998
1,426,213

Female 62%
Minority 20%

P A T H W A Y S  T O  S U C C E S S
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{ P R E F E R R E D  E D U C A T I O N }

• Bachelor degree and 
• Completion of an approved teacher education certification

program

{ L I C E N S E  /  C E R T I F I C A T I O N }

• Required for public school teachers
• May be optional for private school teachers

{ R E G I O N A L  E D U C A T I O N  P R O V I D E R S }

• S O U TH  P L AI N S  C O LLE G E - Associate of Arts (A.A.),
Education; Associate of Science (A.S.), Education

• TE X A S  TE C H  U N I V E R S IT Y - Individuals will be certified
to teach in secondary, but they must complete an academic
major.

• LU B B O C K  C H R I S TIAN  U N I V E R S IT Y - Bachelor of
Science (B.S.), Interdisciplinary Studies, Secondary Education
emphasis

• WAY L AN D  B AP TI S T  U N I V E R S IT Y - Bachelor of
Science (B.S.), Interdisciplinary Studies, Secondary Education
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{ J O B  S I T E S }

Elementary/Secondary Schools 99%

{ F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N }

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS
555 New Jersey Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20001
(202) 879-4400, www.aft.org

NATIONAL BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL TEACHING STANDARDS
26555 Evergreen Rd., Suite 400, Southfield, MI 48076,
www.nbpts.org

NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
1201 16th St. NW, Washington, DC 20036
(202) 833-4000, www.nea.org

TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY
1701 N. Congress Ave., Austin, TX 78701-1494
(512) 463-9734, www.tea.state.tx.us

TEXAS STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION
316 W. 12th St., Austin, TX 78701
toll free (877) 275-8782, www.tsta.org

P A T H W A Y S  T O  S U C C E S S

H U MAN  S E RV I C E S  C AR E E R S

http://www.aft.org
http://www.nbpts.org
http://www.nea.org
http://www.tea.state.tx.us
http://www.tsta.org

