
{ J O B  D E S C R I P T I O N }

Teach or instruct career and technology subjects at the secondary school level.

{ S K I L L S  A N D  A P T I T U D E S  N E E D E D }

• Ability to lead and motivate people
• Willingness to learn about latest technology
• Ability to establish rapport with students from diverse ethnic backgrounds
• Ability to work independently and as a team
• Skills in identifying physical and mental problems

Teachers act as facilitators or coaches, using interactive discussions and “hands-on”
learning to help students learn and apply concepts in subjects such as science, mathe-
matics, or English. As teachers move away from the traditional repetitive drill approach-
es and rote memorization, they are using more “props” or “manipulatives” to help chil-
dren understand abstract concepts, solve problems, and develop critical thought
processes. For example, they teach the concepts of numbers or adding and subtracting by
playing board games. As children get older, they use more sophisticated materials such as
science apparatus, cameras, or computers.

Many classes are becoming less structured, with students working in groups to discuss
and solve problems together. Preparing students for the future workforce is the major
stimulus generating the changes in education. To be prepared, students must be able to
interact with others, adapt to new technology, and logically think through problems.
Teachers provide the tools and environment for their students to develop these skills.
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{ S O U T H  P L A I N S }

Avg. Wage
$20.50

Avg. Annual
Job Openings

148

Employment in
1998 2008

2,597 3,247

{ T E X A S }

Avg. Wage
$16.54

Avg. Annual
Job Openings

7,404

Employment in
1998 2008

132,044 163,926

{ U . S . E M P L O Y M E N T }

In 1998
1,426,213

Female 62%
Minority 20%

P A T H W A Y S  T O  S U C C E S S
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{ P R E F E R R E D  E D U C A T I O N }

• Bachelor degree and 
• Completion of an approved teacher education certification 

program
• Many states require a master degree

{ L I C E N S E  /  C E R T I F I C A T I O N }

• Required for public school teachers
• May be optional for private school teachers

{ R E G I O N A L  E D U C A T I O N  P R O V I D E R S }

• S O U TH  P L AI N S  C O LLE G E - Associate of Arts (A.A.),
Education; Associate of Science (A.S.), Education

• TE X A S  TE C H  U N I V E R S IT Y - Individuals will be certified
to teach in secondary, but they must complete an academic
major.

• LU B B O C K  C H R I S TIAN  U N I V E R S IT Y - Bachelor of
Science (B.S.), Interdisciplinary Studies, Secondary Education
emphasis

• WAY L AN D  B AP TI S T  U N I V E R S IT Y - Bachelor of
Science (B.S.), Vocational Education
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{ J O B  S I T E S }

Elementary/secondary schools 99%

{ F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N }

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS
555 New Jersey Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20001

NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
1201 16th St. NW, Washington, DC 20036 

NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR ACCREDITATION OF TEACHER
EDUCATION 2010 Massachusetts Ave. NW., Suite 500
Washington, DC 20036
www.ncate.org

NATIONAL BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL TEACHING STANDARDS
26555 Evergreen Rd., Suite 400, Southfield, MI 48076
www.nbpts.org 

ERIC CLEARINGHOUSE ON TEACHER EDUCATION
1307 New York Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20005-4701

P A T H W A Y S  T O  S U C C E S S

H U MAN  S E RV I C E S  C AR E E R S

http://www.aft.org
http://www.nea.org
http://www.ncate.org
http://www.nbpts.org
http://www.ericeece.org

