
FERPA 
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy 

Act  
 

(The Buckley Amendment) 
 



What is FERPA? 

A federal law. 
 
Provides minimum standards for the 

management of student educational records. 
 
Applies to all educational agencies or 

institutions that receive federal funds made 
available under any federal program 
administered by the Secretary of Education.  

 



Primary Rights of Students 
FERPA gives each student the following rights: 
 
 The right to inspect and review the education records 

the school is keeping on the student 
 

 The right to request a correction to those records 
 

 The right to control the disclosure of certain aspects of 
the student's education record 
 

 The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department 
of Education 

 



  The student does not have the right to 
see: 

 

Financial information submitted by the 
parent 
 
Educational information of other students 



What is an Education Record? 
 

As defined by FERPA, an education record is: 
 
All records which contain information directly related to a 
student and are maintained by the institution as a part of 
the student’s permanent school record. 
 
Education records can exist in any medium including: 
emails, computer files, printouts, video or audio tapes, 
among others.  



Two Types of Education Record 

Directory Information 
 
Non-Directory Information 



Directory Information 

Can be disclosed without the written consent 
of the student 
 
The student may restrict the release of 

directory information 



SPC Directory Information 
 

 Name 
 Current and Permanent Address 
 Telephone Listing 
 Enrollment Status (full-time or part-time) 
 Classification 
 Participation in Officially Recognized Activities and Sports 
 Major and Minor Field of Study 
 Dates of Attendance 
 Degrees and Awards Received 
 Most Recent Educational Agencies or Institutions Attended 
 Photograph or Other Image of Student 



Restrict Release of Directory Information 

 
Students may restrict the release of directory 
information by completing the Directory 
Information Privacy Request form.  
 
The form can be retrieved online at the SPC 
website within the Admissions and Records 
section.  



 
 



Non-Directory Information 

 Any education record not classified as directory 
information.  
 

 May not be released to anyone without the 
prior written consent of the student. 
 

 Faculty and staff can access non-directory 
information only if they have a legitimate 
academic need to do so.  

 
Curiosity is not a legitimate academic need.  

 



Examples of Non-Directory Information 

Social Security Number 
Student Identification Number 
Race, ethnicity and/or nationality 
Gender 
Transcripts or grade reports 

 



Campus Connect 
Campus Connect will clearly indicate if a student’s 
directory or non-directory information can be released.  
 
 
 
 
 



Parents and FERPA 
 Parental rights transfer to the student upon 

reaching 18 years of age or attending school 
beyond secondary level.  
 

 The law allows parental access if the student is 
claimed as a dependent for Federal income tax 
purposes. 
 

 The student must complete an Authorization to 
Release Student Information (Certificate of 
Dependency) form in the Admissions and 
Records Office before parents are given access 
to a student’s records.  

 



 
 



Failure to Comply with FERPA 
 

 Lawsuit  
 

 Loss of Federal Funding 
 

 Conviction of misdemeanor under Public 
Information Act 



Remember 

 

When in doubt, don’t give it out! 
 



 

Detailed information concerning 
FERPA can be located in the SPC 
Student Guide (pages 32-33) and in 
the SPC General Catalog (page 24).  
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