


LAW ENFORCEMENT POLICE ACADEMY

South Plains College is authorized to direct a Basic Peace Officer
Academy for persons 21 years of age or older who want to obtain a
Texas peace officer license and begin a career in law enforcement. In
addition, applicants should contact the Academy Coordinator for
specific entrance requirements.

The academy meets state-mandated curriculum requirements
standardized by the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement (TCOLE).
SPC offers two academy formats, one during the day and one during
evening hours. Students enrolled in the day academy attend classes
daily. Check with the Academy Coordinator for course availability and
scheduling of either academy.

The program includes an academic course structure that is similar to the
program’s law enforcement track. Students also participate in physical
fitness activities that enhance law enforcement skills and training. Upon
completion of the TSI waived course of study, students are awarded a
law enforcement police academy certificate of proficiency.

CAREER AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION (CTE) COURSES

SPC serves as the educational entity in oFFering specialized career and technology education programs. Students enrolled in speciﬁc CTE programs
offered through affiliated high schools receive semester credit hours for courses identified in the agreement made between the participating high

school and SPC.
LAW ENFORCEMENT CLUB

One of the most active clubs on campus is the Law Enforcement Club, comprised of students enrolled in law enforcement and criminal justice classes.
The club plans social and recreational activities and sponsors appearances by guest lecturers and law enforcement practitioners as well as other local
universities that students can transfer into upon completion at SPC. In addition, the club has participated in educational tours at the DPS regional
crime lab, county jails, and state prison system institutions as well as other agencies such as federal training facilities and state training academies. The
club promotes the law enforcement profession through a number of community service activities and works to generate funds for law enforcement
scholarships on campus.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Career opportunities in the fields of law enforcement and criminal justice are excellent. More than 95 percent of the graduates from South Plains
College’s law enforcement program find gainful employment in one of four major career areas: enforcement, security, the courts, and corrections.

Jobs can be found with juvenile and adult probation agencies, the Texas Department of Public Safety, and municipal and county law enforcement
agencies. Other areas of specialization include jobs as school resource officers, caseworkers, private security personnel, hospital security, district
attorney investigators, warrant officers, vice and narcotics, and many others.

In order to enter the field of law enforcement in Texas, you must meet minimum employment requirements. These requirements may include that
you:

« Be at least 21 years of age.

« Possess a college-level associate degree, if younger than 21.

« Have no convictions for a Class A misdemeanor or felony offense.

« Have no convictions for a Class B misdemeanor offense in the past 10 years.
+ Possess good mental and physical health.

* Meet varying eyesight standards.

« Have good moral character.

« Possess a valid Texas driver’s license with minimum violations.

» Be a U.S. citizen.

SCHOLARSHIPS

Prospective students who plan to enroll are encouraged to apply for scholarships offered at SPC. A list of scholarships is available by contacting the
Office of New Student Relations. Scholarship applications are due March 1.

FOR MORE INFO:

Kenton J. Burns John Barnes

Chairperson of the Professional Services and Energy Department Instructor in Law Enforcement Technology

Assisstant Professor of Law Enforcement Technology Reese/ Lubbock Campuses

Program and Academy Training Coordinator (806) 716-2342

Levelland Campus jabarnes(@southplainscollege.edu

806.716.2357

kburns(@southplainscollege.edu
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