AP BIOLOGY SYLLABUS- HOLMAN
2020-2021: THE WEIRD YEAR

SUPPLIES
· Chromebook (you may bring a personal device, but you MUST ALSO bring your Chromebook...not all personal devices work with the school system), CHARGED
· Pencils / Pens, Highlighters, Map Pencils, Scotch Tape or Glue stick, paper
· Ruler (prefer clear plastic)
· Scientific Calculator OR Graphing calculator 
· Headphones that connect with your Chromebook
· Masks: to be worn over mouth and nose at all times

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS

· Electronic Devices:  
Please be responsible with devices.  Do not allow your grades to suffer because you cannot control your usage. We will use cell phones and Chromebooks during class frequently, so it is in your best interest to use yours wisely.

· College Expectations:
This is a college-level course. It is expected that the student will take the AP test at the end of the year and receive college credit, therefore the course has the same expectations as a college-level course. This means that study time outside of class is a necessity. It also means that students will be expected to manage their behavior and organize their time wisely. The AP exam for AP Physics 1 in 2020 is May 7th in the afternoon. Arrangements to take a late exam can be made with the counselors if you have a conflict.

· Interactive Notebooks: 
All students will be required to keep an AP Physics exclusive Interactive Notebook, which we will be setting up in class. 

· SAFETY PROCEDURES: 
Ms. Holman is immune-compromised, so mask-wearing, hand sanitizer, desk cleaning, and proper social distancing protocol will be enforced thoroughly. If you have an objection to any of these procedures, you will be asked to attend virtually. 

· Virtual students: 
Virtual students are expected to attend classes during their assigned class period time via Google meet (link will be provided on Google Classroom). They are also expected to complete the given assignments in the same time period their face-to-face peers are given. Complete information over virtual expectations will be provided in a separate document. 

· Google Classroom: 
It is absolutely vital that students check emails and Google Classroom DAILY. Due to COVID, all assignments will be completed and assigned digitally, so good digital habits are necessary.

All assignments and notes and a general classroom schedule will be posted on Google Classroom every week.
Tutoring hours: tutorials will be done virtually, either individually, via Meetingbird signup (will be posted on Google classroom), or as a group during tutorial “office hours.” 

· EXCUSED Make-up work policy: If you are absent from class, you have 1 day for each day missed to make up the work. Makeup assignments are found on Google Classroom. You may also work via Google classroom from home that same day for attendance credit. After the allotted number of days, the late work policy will be followed. Tests and quizzes must be made up within two days from the absence. After the 2nd day, the late work policy will be followed.

· LATE WORK POLICY: Please be responsible and turn your work in when due.  Late work will be accepted, but 10 points will be taken off the assignment for each of the first 5 days. After 5 days, late work will not be accepted. LATE WORK FORFEITS THE OPPORTUNITY TO RETAKE OR CORRECT.

· ASSESSMENT RETAKES: If a student would like to retake an assessment, the student must first come virtual tutorials. In the tutorial, the student will work with the teacher to correct missed problems. After corrections, the student is then eligible for a retake. Assessment retakes are essay style. The retake must be taken within 5 days of when the assignment was returned to the student (in some cases, the assignment will not be directly returned, but an in-class announcement will be made that students may come in for corrections). The student may retake the assessment for up to 80.

· GRADING POLICY
Grading categories are as follows:
Summative assessments (tests and projects):		30%
Formative Assessments (quizzes, lab grades):		70%

The list of items included in each category is not exhaustive. Other assignments will be announced as to which category they will be graded in. Additionally, a category that is worth 0% of the grade will be provided to show parents and students how the student is doing in optional practice and homework.  

Exams are graded on an AP scale and given a square root-ten curve.

If a project/research assignment is given with a due date of at least 2 weeks, then the assignment is due on the given date. Projects not turned in on that date will receive a maximum grade of 80. Projects not turned in will receive a 0. If a student will be absent on the due date for a scheduled activity, the project must be turned in on or before the due date. If a student is ill, the project must be turned in the day it is due via Google Classroom, unless the student provides documentation that they were in the hospital. 

· COLLEGE BOARD: College Board resources will be used throughout the year. Every student in AP courses will be required to have a College Board account for progress checks and assigned practice. Please make sure you know how to log on. 


