
South Plains College 
Course Syllabus: ENGL 2331 (World Literature for Educators) 

Fall 2022 
 

Instructor: Dr. Buffy Rattan 
Office:  CM103B, Levelland Campus 
Email:  mrattan@southplainscollege.edu 
Telephone: (806) 716-2434 
Office Hours:  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 
p.m. 

 

9:30 a.m. – 

11:00 a.m.  
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 

p.m. 

 

9:30 a.m. – 11:00 

a.m. 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 

p.m. 

 

 
If you need to contact me outside of class, you should do so using your SPC email account. Instructions 
for accessing it, along with the programs in the Office 365 suite, are in your syllabus. I will answer emails 
I receive within one business day (excluding weekends and holidays).  
 
Departmental Course Description and Purpose: 
This course is a survey of world literature from the ancient world to the present geared toward future 
teachers. Students will study works of prose, poetry, drama, and fiction in relation to their historical and 
cultural contexts. Texts will be selected from a diverse group of authors and traditions. ENGL 2331 is 
recommended for AAT majors and future teachers seeking certification in EC-4 and desiring to teach 
English in 4–8 and 7–12 grades. Not only will the course focus on texts often taught in middle and high 
school English classrooms, but it will provide students the opportunity to design and present lesson 
plans and learning activities they can use in their future profession. In addition, the course will help 
prepare future educators for their state content certification exams.  
 
Course Description: 
This class is designed for students who are majoring in English and minoring in Education or students 
majoring in Education and minoring in English who plan to teach middle school or high school English. 
We will discuss in a workshop format some of the literature texts from around the world that you will 
likely be asked to teach in high school or middle school. Students will have a chance to work in groups 
and to present material to the class as a whole for commentary, suggestions, and helpful criticism. The 
idea behind the class is to give you some deep background in these texts, to generate some practical 
strategies for teaching them (and literature in general), and to anticipate and solve potential classroom 
problems before they arise. First-year teaching, regardless of institution, can be incredibly hectic, and a 
beginning teacher who already has teaching materials and definitive strategies for a particular text in 
hand will be at a distinct advantage.  

 
Required Texts: 
Cisneros, Sandra. The House on Mango Street ISBN: 9780679734772 
Satrapi, Marjane. Persepolis ISBN: 9780375714832  
Shakespeare, William. Macbeth (Folger Shakespeare Library) ISBN: 9781451694727 
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Wiesel, Elie. Night ISBN: 9780374500016  
 
Other texts will be distributed in class. 
 
Prerequisite: English 1301 and English 1302 
 
Student Learning Objectives: 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will 

• Identify key ideas, representative authors and works, significant historical or cultural events, and 
characteristic perspectives or attitudes expressed in the literature of different periods or 
regions; 

• Analyze literary works as expressions of individual or communal values within the social, 
political, cultural, or religious contexts of different literary periods; 

• Demonstrate knowledge of the development of characteristic forms or styles of expression 
during different historical periods or in different regions; 

• Articulate the aesthetic principles that guide the scope and variety of works in the arts and 
humanities; 

• Write research-based critical papers about the assigned reading in clear and grammatically 
correct prose, using various critical approaches to literature; and 

• Demonstrate the use of best practices in teaching literature. 
 
Course Work: 
This is a reading-intensive course that is focused on both the theoretical and the practical aspects of 
teaching literature. Students will read and consider texts that examine and critique various pedagogical 
approaches. Through the assigned readings and class discussions, students will consider their own views 
on teaching. They will be provided opportunities to create actual classroom assignments and to lead 
class discussions through student teaching sessions. The final exam will be in the form of a formal 
reflective paper on their evolving and developing teaching approaches and strategies. Regular 
attendance and participation in class discussion is absolutely required.  
 
Course Evaluation:  A final letter grade will be assigned based on this grading scale: A (90-100), B (80-
89), C (70-79), D (60-69), F (59 and below). 

Teaching Journal (8 entries)   24% 
Assignment Creation (4 small assignments) 12% 
Assignment Creation (4 large assignments) 12% 
Student Teaching Session (2)   22% 
Participation      10% 
Final Exam Essay     20% 

 
Attendance: 

• Because this course meets via Zoom only once a week, students are expected to attend all 
classes in order to be successful. Any class session or activity that you miss, regardless of the 
cause, reduces the opportunity for learning and may adversely affect your achievement. 

• Students may be administratively withdrawn from the course after exceeding 2 absences. 

• If you accumulate excessive absences after the last day to drop, you will receive an F for the 
course. 



• Be advised—I do not accept late work for any reason. You cannot make up essays; you cannot 
make up assignments. 

• COVID-19: If you are experiencing any of the following symptoms, please do not come to 
campus and either seek medical attention or test for COVID-19. 

• Cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing 
• Fever or chills 
• Muscles or body aches 
• Vomiting or diarrhea 
• New loss of taste and smell 

• Please also notify DeEtte Edens, BSN, RN, Associate Director of Health & Wellness, 
at dedens@southplainscollege.edu or 806-716-2376.  Proof of a positive test is required.  A 
home test is sufficient, but students must submit a photo of the positive result. The date of 
test must be written on the test result and an ID included in the photo. If tested elsewhere 
(clinic, pharmacy, etc.), please submit a copy of the doctor’s note or email notification. 
Results may be emailed to DeEtte Edens, BSN, RN at dedens@southplainscollege.edu. 

• If you test positive for Covid-19, you will not be penalized for absences as long as you’ve 

submitted appropriate documentation.  However, you will still need to turn in all assignments in 

a responsible manner and keep up with the rest of the class.  

• Please notify me when you are going to be out of town for a school sponsored event.  I will let 

you work ahead so that you don’t miss any deadlines. However, please know that no exceptions 

will be made to the late assignment policy. 

• To be successful in this course, you must attend consistently and punctually and participate 

fully.   

• When you are absent, be sure to get the notes and information about what you missed from a 
classmate. I can’t reteach the material you missed one-on-one. However, if you need handouts 
or assignment instructions, etc., be sure to see me during office hours.  

 
Student Responsibilities: Students are expected to  

1. Be on time and attend class  
2. Be responsible for the learning process, including preparation for class, such as reading and 

homework; participation in class discussions, including asking relevant questions; getting 
assignments and/or notes if absent; and accepting responsibility for not understanding an 
assignment or failing an assignment 

3. Be responsible for having an appropriate attitude and using appropriate language in academic 
environments; not use condescending, inflammatory, threatening, or profane rhetoric, whether 
verbally or in written form, in academic environments 

4. Have respectful behavior toward instructor and classmates in order to contribute to the 
atmosphere necessary for learning 

5. Be responsible for courteous actions to others, especially by putting away cell phones and other 
distractions while in class 

6. Be responsible for writing down all grades and applying them to the grading scale used for the 
class, which is shown in the course’s policy statement/syllabus 

7. Submit all assignments in accordance with due dates, formats, and requirements 
8. Avoid all forms of cheating and plagiarism on all assignments, including improper collaboration 
9. Ask questions when something is unclear. 
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Style Guide: 

• We will use the APA 7 style guide for formatting and documentation in this course. Specific 
rules regarding this style guide can be found in our Blackboard course and at 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_g
uide/general_format.html. All documents you submit should be formatted using APA 
7standards, and all citations you write, whether in-text or on a References page, should 
follow APA 7 guidelines for citation.  APA is the official style guide for almost every college of 
education in four-year universities. 
 

Assignment Deadlines: 

• Unless prior approval is received, you will not receive credit for a late assignment. Do not 
wait until the night before to complete assignments.  
 

Technology Requirements: 
1. SPC username and password: email helpdesk@southplainscollege.edu or call the SPC Help Desk 

at 806-716-2600 for help with your username/password 
2. SPC student email access:  

o SPC Student Email Account: If you haven't already, you must go ahead and activate your 
SPC student email account. Not only will you need access to your SPC email account to 
receive TURNITIN digital paper submission receipts for our class, but you must use it to 
communicate with me. Do not use your personal email address or Blackboard course 
messages.  

▪ Your SPC Email address is: yourSPCusername@southplainscollege.edu (ex. 
jsmith1234@southplainscollege.edu).  

▪ Your student email password is the same as your Blackboard password. If you 
need help, call the SPC Help Desk at 806-716-2600. 

▪ To access your SPC email account, log in to MySPC here 
▪ You can also set up access to your SPC email account through mobile phone 

mail apps, such as default smartphone Mail app or the Outlook app.  
▪ Check with the SPC Help Desk for assistance: 806-716-2600. 

3. Regular access to a computer with a microphone and camera and reliable internet service: 
o This course meets weekly via Zoom, so you will need access to a computer with a 

webcam and microphone. 
o Open computer labs are available free to students with an SPC I.D. on all SPC campuses 

(Levelland, Reese, Lubbock, Plainview).  
o Computer or internet connection problems may occur for you at some point this 

semester. Understand that it is your responsibility to find alternate computers you 
may use to submit your work on time. Find your alternate resources now; do not wait 
until you suddenly need them! Line up three friends TODAY who would be willing to 
loan you a laptop if yours suddenly crashes. 

o Free WiFi is available in all SPC campus buildings, some SPC parking lots, most coffee 
shops, etc. 

4. Blackboard: grades, assignments, quizzes, videos, and many other resources for this class are 
accessed through the Blackboard learning management system. Use your SPC credentials to log 
in here: https://southplainscollege.blackboard.com  

5. Office 365: Word and PowerPoint: You are required to use Microsoft Word to create papers for 
this course. As a member of the SPC community, you have free access to Office 365. Office 365 
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provides free online access to Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, Microsoft PowerPoint, and 1TB 
of free online storage with Microsoft OneDrive. You can use Office 365 online or download for 
free and install to your PC, Mac, or mobile device.  

o To access Office 365 for free as an SPC student, go to https://www.office.com and sign 
in with the following credentials: SPCusername@southplainscollege.edu and your SPC 
password.  

o You can then click the link for the individual application you want to use online, or click 
the install office link towards the top right to install the application to your computer. 

6. Adobe Reader:  Available to download free from this website: 
http://www.adobe.com/products/reader.html 

7. Zoom: This course meets weekly via Zoom. Use your SPC email to sign in. 
 
Computer Help: need help with your computer, laptop, email address, username/password? 

• helpdesk@southplainscollege.edu 
• 806-716-2600 

Blackboard Help:   
1. Get Help by Email: blackboard@southplainscollege.edu  

o Be sure to include your full name, your instructor's name, the course and section you 
are enrolled in, and a detailed description of the problem.  

o The blackboard@southplainscollege.edu account is monitored from 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 
p.m., Monday – Sunday. 

o You can expect a response within 24 hours by email; however, the average response 
time is less than one hour.  

2. Get Help by Phone: 806-716-2180 (available between 8 AM and 4 PM Monday through Friday, 
except on holidays) 

3. Get Help Online: click on the Help link listed in the Blackboard course menu. 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating: Students are expected to do their own work on all projects, quizzes, 
assignments, and papers. Failure to comply with this policy will result in an F for the assignment and can 
result in an F for the course if circumstances warrant. 
 
Plagiarism violations include, but are not limited to, the following: 

1. Turning in a paper that has been purchased, borrowed, or downloaded from another student, 
an online term paper site, or a mail order term paper mill; 

2. Cutting and pasting together information from books, articles, other papers, or online sites 
without providing proper documentation; 

3. Using direct quotations (three or more words) from a source without showing them to be direct 
quotations and citing them; or 

4. Missing in-text citations. 
 
Cheating violations include, but are not limited to, the following: 

1. Obtaining an examination by stealing or collusion; 
2. Discovering the content of an examination before it is given; 
3. Using an unauthorized source of information (notes, textbook, text messaging, internet) during 

an examination, quiz, or homework assignment; 
4. Entering an office or building to obtain unfair advantage; 
5. Taking an examination for another; 
6. Altering grade records;  
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7. Copying another’s work during an examination or on a homework assignment; 
8. Rewriting another student’s work in Peer Editing so that the writing is no longer the original 

student’s; 
9. Taking pictures of a test, test answers, or someone else’s paper. 

 

Zoom Live Session Expectations 

• Be on time. Log in early enough (5 to 10 minutes) to have your audio and camera set up. Be 
ready to work when class time begins. We only have 75 minutes together, so it is important 
that we begin promptly. 

• Be professional: Treat live class time as you would a professional setting. 

• Be prepared: Each week you are expected to prepare for the live session prior to class time; 
specific details on work to be completed before the live session can be found in Blackboard. 

• Be engaged: You are expected to be ready to work during your live session. Live sessions 
require your full presence and commitment to learning. You will be asked to refer back to 
your readings and activities for the week, so please be prepared for this.  

• Microphone/Video Settings: Your webcam should be turned on throughout the entire live 
session (unless you have some extraordinary circumstance). Your microphone should be 
muted except for times when you are speaking to the class. Be sure to unmute your mic 
before speaking to the class or breakout group. Be sure to pull up the Chat feature in Zoom 
each time you open the program. 

Student Code of Conduct Policy: Any successful learning experience requires mutual respect on the part 
of the student and the instructor. Neither instructor nor student should be subject to others’ behavior 
that is rude, disruptive, intimidating, aggressive, or demeaning. Student conduct that disrupts the 
learning process or is deemed disrespectful or threatening shall not be tolerated and may lead to 
disciplinary action and/or removal from class.  

Disabilities Statement: Students with disabilities, including but not limited to physical, psychiatric, or 
learning disabilities, who wish to request accommodations in this class should notify the Disability 
Services Office early in the semester so that the appropriate arrangements may be made. In accordance 
with federal law, a student requesting accommodations must provide acceptable documentation of 
his/her disability to the Disability Services Office. For more information, call or visit the Disability 
Services Office at Levelland (Student Health & Wellness Office) 806-716-2577, Reese Center (Building 8) 
806-716-4675, or Plainview Center (Main Office) 806-716-4302 or 806-296-9611. 
 
Non-Discrimination Statement: South Plains College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs and activities. The following person has been 
designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies: Vice President for Student 
Affairs, South Plains College, 1401 College Avenue, Box 5, Levelland, TX  79336. Phone number 806-716-
2360. 
 
 Title IX Pregnancy Accommodations Statement: If you are pregnant, or have given birth within six 
months, Under Title IX you have a right to reasonable accommodations to help continue your education.  
To activate accommodations, you must submit a Title IX pregnancy accommodations request, along with 
specific medical documentation, to the Director of Health and Wellness.  Once approved, notification 



will be sent to the student and instructors.  It is the student’s responsibility to work with the instructor 
to arrange accommodations.  Contact the Director of Health and Wellness at 806-716-2362 or email 
cgilster@southplainscollege.edu  for assistance.   
 
Campus Concealed Carry Statement (Rev. 7/28/2021): Texas Government Code 411.2031 et al. 
authorizes the carrying of a concealed handgun in South Plains College buildings by individuals and in 
accordance with Texas Government Code 411.209 (a). All holders of a valid Texas License to Carry may 
carry on their person a handgun that is concealed in accordance with Texas Penal Code 46.03 (a-2). 
Qualified law enforcement officers or those who are otherwise authorized to carry a concealed handgun 
in the State of Texas are also permitted to do so. Pursuant to Penal Code (PC) 46.035 and South Plains 
College policy.  Individuals may not carry a concealed handgun in restricted locations. For a list of 
locations and Frequently Asked Questions, please refer to the Campus Carry page at: 
http://www.southplainscollege.edu/campuscarry.php  
 
Note: The instructor reserves the right to modify the course syllabus and policies, as well as notify 
students of any changes, at any point during the semester. 
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